slipping down, out of the bed, in the direction of his head, which was lowermost, and supported on raised pillows oniy.
The hernial protrusion slipped into the abdominal cavity before hours had passed. The On the 27th October 1878, i. e? 8 days after the operation. the inguinal canal was a little swollen and tender to the touch ; the patient also had a little fever. All these were removed by opiates, and sudorifics internally, and fomentation and poultice externally; on the 30th October a little pus was pressed out through the opening in the invaginated scrotum.
On the 11th September following, the ligature was removed by dividing it on the abdominal side, and pulling it out with the pledget of lint through the invaginated scrotum. Some matter was daily pressed out till the 19th September, when the patient expressed himself quite well. On the 21st he was discharged cured, and was able to walk up to his lodging, half a mile off, without any fresh protrusion of the hernia.
The only point worthy of notice in the present case is the substitution of lint, in the place of the wooden plug ; the latter being hard, generally irritates the skin in contact with it, and often excites excessive inflammation.
A lint plug, on the other hand, acts as a soft pad, pressing the parts together, and shutting up the inguinal canal until it is permanently closed by plastic matter thrown out in it by the presence of the silk ligature. /
